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February 2025
Dear parent/ carer, 
February Newsletter 
Welcome to our February newsletter. We are enjoying the brighter mornings and lighter evenings, and as we move into the Spring season, it is lovely to see our daffodils, crocus flowers and snowdrops starting to make an appearance. 

This newsletter will provide some information about what we have been doing at Burnside, and as always, please contact us if you have any questions.  
Sports Hall Athletics 

We were very proud of our team of budding athletes, who competed in the Sports Hall Athletics tournament. They battled hard to win gold within the Learning Community, reaching the overall South Lanarkshire Council final. A big thank you to Miss McKinnon for running the after-school athletics club which prepared them to well for the competition. 
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Personal Toys in School 

We are very lucky in Burnside to have lots of toys and activities for the children to enjoy while they are here. We would therefore ask that toys from home are not brought in to school, as this can cause upset if they get lost or broken while at school. 

Please note, we understand that a few children may bring a toy from home as part of an agreed additional support plan, and this is still absolutely fine and does not apply to this request. 
Parking

A reminder that our car park is for staff and permit holders only, and this includes when collecting from after school clubs. If you feel you may meet the criteria for a permit (e.g. if you do regular pick-ups and have a blue badge) please contact the office. 

Glenlui Avenue is a car-free zone from 8:30- 9:30, then 2:30 – 3:15. This means that cars should not enter this street at drop-off and pick-up times. Cars entering this zone (unless exempt) during the car-free times are liable for a £50 fixed penalty notice.  More information can be found at https://www.southlanarkshire.gov.uk/carfreeschoolzones 
Dogs at pick-up/ drop-off
We would like to ask families who bring their dogs to pick-up and drop-off, to stand well back and away from the fence. We have noticed that some of our P1s and P2s are trying to touch the dogs through the fence, and we try to discourage this due to safety. 

Some of our parents have expressed that they don’t feel comfortable walking down the path to the school as there are quite a few dogs there, and we know that some of our children have dog phobias too. 
Please feel free to bring your furry friends along with you, but please help to keep everyone feeling safe around the school by standing well back with them.  
Toy Sale

P7 organised a toy sale to raise money for their leavers’ activities, and it was well-received by everyone! Their hard work paid off as they raised a whopping £767.84! Thank you to everyone for your generous donations, and for supporting this event on the day. 
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World Book Day Plans
A letter was issued recently about our plans for World Book Day 2025, on 6th and 7th March. We have exciting lessons, a poet visit, dressing up (on the Friday) and a sponsored read-a-thon to look forward to! As part of our journey towards being accredited as a Reading School, parents were asked to complete this short survey: https://forms.gle/hr1pdmpN1oRuv1yj7  

 We would appreciate it if you could do so, if you have not already. 
Fundraising Goal- Outdoor Classroom 

We would like to share with you something that we feel would be a fantastic addition to the school grounds, and which we would love to raise money for in partnership with the Parent Council over the next couple of years. 

As you know, we want to extend our opportunities for outdoor learning, and at the moment we are lacking shelters since we had to dismantle unstable ones earlier in the session. We have our eye on this impressive looking ‘Outdoor Classroom’ shelter, which is currently priced at just over £10k, supplied and fitted. 

It will be great for an outdoor learning base, but also somewhere for pupils to eat their packed lunch or sit and read a book during playtime. Our sponsored Read-a-Thon will kick off our fundraising for this, so watch this space!
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Relationships, Sexual Health and Parenthood (RSHP)  Parent Meeting 

We are in the process of clarifying our approach to teaching about Relationships, Sexual Health and Parenthood (RSHP) lessons at Burnside. Over the next few weeks, we will share specific lessons on the school app, so parents can see exactly what content is taught and when. We will be using the Scottish Government’s RSHP resource for this. 
You can see the lessons, which are currently divided into early, first and second level, here: Home - RSHP 
We will be hosting a parental session on Monday 10th March at 6pm, for anyone interested in finding out more or asking any questions. 

School Photos
We have decided to work with a new photographer, Caireen Harvey Photography, after feedback from parents. Caireen already photographs for many other schools, including some in our learning community. She kindly provided samples of her school photographs, which we looked at during a recent Parent Council meeting. We will stick to the usual timings for photos- class photos in March, and individual photos around October. 

If you would like to see examples of her work, her website is Caireen Harvey Photography  
Dates for the diary for 2025 
Please find below a list of dates for 2025, which we hope you will find useful. We will add to these dates, as and when we know more. 
	Friday 28th February 
	Buddy Lunch 

Football team competition- Cathkin High 

	Month of March 
	Sponsored Read-a-Thon

	Thursday 6th March
	Cross Country Competition (P6/ P7)

World Book Day – Simon Lamb (poet) visiting P3 – P7 

· Themed lunch 

	Friday 7th March 
	World Book Day - Dressing up/ PJs/ own clothes



	Monday 10th March 
	RSHP Parent Information session 6pm

Parent Council @ 7:10 

	Tuesday 11th March 
	P5 swimming starts (12 weeks) 


	Friday 14th March 
	Football team competition- Cathkin High

	Tuesday 18th March 
	P7 ‘Cracking the Easter Code’ event (Chaplaincy Team) 

P1 and P7 dental inspections

	Tuesday 25th March 
	School photos- classes and P7 school leavers 

	Wednesday 26th March 
	Dance Showcase P4- P5 @ Rutherglen Town Hall 

	Thursday 27th March 
	Parents’ Evenings 3:30 – 8:15

	Friday 28th March 
	Buddy Lunch 

	Tuesday 1st April 
	Dance Showcase P6 – P7 @ Rutherglen Town Hall

	Thursday 3rd April 
	P4 Vikings – Sharing the Learning- 9:15

	Friday 4th April 
	Close for the holidays at 2:30

Reopen on Tuesday 22nd April at 9am 

	Friday 25th April 
	Football team at Cathkin High 

Buddy Lunch 

Dress Down Day with optional donation for NDCS (National Deaf Children’s Society)

	Thursday 1st May 
	In-service day- school closed 

	Monday 5th May 
	Holiday- school closed 

	Tuesday 6th May 
	P7 residential- Lockerbie Manor (until Friday 9th) 

	Wednesday 7th May 
	Parent Council @ 7:10

	Tuesday 20th May 
	P7 transition session- Chaplaincy Team

	Wednesday 21st May 
	Track and Field Competition (time TBC)

	23rd and 26th May 
	Holiday- school closed

	Wednesday 28th May 
	Outdoor Classroom Day

	Friday 30th May
	Buddy Lunch 

Football team at Cathkin High 

	Saturday 31st May 
	Car Boot Sale 

	Monday 9th June 
	Parent Council @ 7:10 

	11th and 12th June
	Stonelaw new S1 induction days 

	Thursday 12th June 
	Parent Council Disco 

	Friday 13th June 
	Reports issued to parents

Football team at Cathkin High 

	Tuesday 24th June
	End of term service (church) 

	Wednesday 25th June 
	Close for summer holidays @ 1pm 


Warmest wishes, 
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Ms Gayle McDonald 

Head Teacher 
Burnside Primary School, Glenlui Avenue, Burnside G73 4JE  Phone: 0141-634-1916 
 Email: headteacher@burnside-pri.s-lanark.sch.uk
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