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Burnside Primary School Parent Council AGM & Meeting Minutes
12th November 2025

Present:
Lyndsey Shakespeare (Chair)
Gayle McDonald (Head Teacher)
Lynne Mullen (Deputy Head Teacher)
Fraser Bedwell
Alison Burns
Pamela Dick
Shreoshi Roy
Melissa Chan
Lucy Fulton 


Apologies
Katy Bhatia
Susan Summers 
Lesleyanne Gibson
Alise Middleton
Monica Tinney
Libby Urvois
Julie Brown 
Louise Crolla 
Nicola Cameron
Carolyn Patterson


1. Minutes from last meeting
The minutes from the Parent Council Meeting on 6th October 2025 were approved without alteration, proposed by Lyndsey Shakespear, seconded by Fraser Bedwell.


2. Chairperson’s Report

The chair provided an update on the PVG checking process. A total of 27 applications have been submitted. Policies have now been drafted, including how data is stored. These will be reviewed annually.

There is £438 remaining from last years P7 fundraising. Following discussion with Laura Taylor it has been agreed to give this to the school as a P7 hardship fund to ensure future P7s are able to participate fully in their final year activities, such as the Lockerbie trip.

The Halloween disco generated £625 in cash and a further £162 from card payments, which were trialled for the first time. After expenses the event raised a net of around £600.

There will be no Burnside Gala in 2026 and Landerman Day will take place on 6th June. The Car Boot Sale has therefore been confirmed for 30th May. ACTION - FB to confirm booking with SLC.

Request for pre-loved school uniform to be issued via Parent Portal and on PC socials. ACTION JD.


3. Treasurer update

The treasurer is working to resolve an issue with the way in which the PC bank account was set up initially in 2010. It was set up as a society but in 2012 the legal status was changes to a charity but the bank was not notified at this time.  There is also an issue with historic signatories not having been removed. The easiest solution is to open a new bank account and, once this is in place, to close the current one. ACTION - SR to continue to pursue.

As at 3rd November, bank balance was £5440.


4. Christmas Fayre update

There was a discussion around various aspects of the planning, with the following actions agreed:

ACTION – LS to speak to Santa about attending P1 party.

To try and attract additional volunteers, GM to publish message on Parent Portal and Blu Sky, and PD to publish messages on PC socials. ACTION GM & PB.

ACTION – LS to investigate establishing a Parent Council WhatsApp community to aid parent communications. ACTION LS.

It was also noted that the leaflet drop is sorted and a story for the Rutherglen Reformer has been drafted.  This is likely to be Shirley’s fourth and final year running the café, which will leave a big hole to fill.

5. Head Teacher Update

GM updated the Parent Council on various matters. A very busy term is only going to get busier in the run up to Christmas.
The school janitor, Mark, became a father on Friday so the school is currently operating without one while he is on paternity leave. Pauline from the cleaning team is taking on some of his duties meantime. Pupil Support Coordinator Joanne is moving to pastures new and recruitment for her replacement has started. A new support assistant, Heather McIntosh, has also started.

The homework consultation generated 158 returns. Given the school has around 250 families this was a very good response. There were some common themes and further engagement is now underway with the school children.

Grow 73’s involvement with the school continues to be a great success, with the Nature Rangers still going strong despite last weeks weather warning. Unfortunately the polytunnel has been ruined by vandals and will need the skin replaced. Costings are still being investigated.

Next week is Book Week and a local author is visiting the junior school classes. They are not charging for the visit but it was agreed that the PC will purchase some of her books for the library.


6. School Photos Update

A number of concerns have been raised by parents over the costs of this years photography. This seems to be different from the costs charged by the same photographer at other local schools. The photographer has been contacted and explained they use different studios for different jobs and this is the reason for the variation in pricing. LS is to summarise the feedback and sent to GM, who will meet the photographer for a coffee to discuss further. ACTION LS & GM.


7. School App

It was highlighted that other local schools still appear to be using the old app. GM explained that this is likely to due to differences in when their licence ran until, but all schools have been instructed to discontinue their use of the app and to only use Parent Portal. This is an SLC decision and the school is bound by this.


8. Head Lice 

There appears to have been a recent outbreak of head lice within the school and GM was asked if updates could be shared with parents via Parent Portal and Blu Sky. GM explained that head lice was a constant issue and as a result it was impractical to issue updates every time there is a further outbreak. GM suggested the class WhatsApp groups as the best mechanisms to highlight any issues within individual classes.


9. AOB
GM was asked if it was still the case that P5s were offered the opportunity to learn a musical instrument. ACTION – GM to investigate.

JD highlighted that the planned date for the Parent Council Quiz Night (6th February) was unavailable so alternatives are being investigated. ACTION PB.


10. Date and time of next meeting

Monday 8th December, 2025 @ 7.10pm
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