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Burnside Primary School Parent Council Meeting Minutes
8th December 2026

Present:
Lynsey Shakespeare (Chair)
Lisa Bedwell (Secretary)
Nicola Cameron
Julie Brown
Lucy Fulton
Gayle McDonald (Head Teacher)
Scott Millar (Depute Head)
Alise Middleton (Library)
Monica Tinney
Katy Bhatia

 
1. Apologies
Pamela Dick (Comms), Shreoshi Roy (Treasurer), Shirley Colquhuon, Carolyn Patterson

2. Minutes from last meeting
The minutes from the previous meeting were approved without alteration.

3. Chair Update
LS raised the success of the recent Christmas Fayre and thanked JB and everyone else involved for their hard work in the lead and on the day. LS said totals were being finalised after all expenses had been paid and asked JB to provide further comments.

LS said that the recent Whatsapp group set up by the PC for communications had seen 190 people joining so far, with numbers expected to increase.  Feedback was positive in that communications were easily accessible.  

LS said that feedback had been provided to GMcD regarding the photographer used for school photographs this year.  GMcD said she would discuss the feedback when she meets with the photographer. 

LS informed the meeting that AM will be giving up coordination of the school library in the coming months.  AM has secured author Clare Leonard to visit the school on World Book Day and will continue to support volunteers to take over responsibility for the library provision.  Nicola Cameron and Andrea Gyura have agreed to take this role.

LS informed the meeting that there was no treasurer update however in principal monies had been agree to fund:
· School trips for all pupils
· Nature Rangers
· Outdoor classroom
· Bus for swimming (P5)
· Library

4. Christmas Fayre Update
JB reported that this years Christmas Fayre was yet again a huge success and thank all volunteers involved.  JB highlighted that many of the volunteers have been involved for many years and their children are now in the senior school.  As a result JB raised that in order for the Christmas Fayre to run their must be succession planning for many of the stalls and areas.  JB said it would be best to have volunteers shadow before so they can learn the best way to run stalls and areas to keep the event running successfully.  

JB said the card readers (used for the first time this year) had been a huge benefit especially for the front door/entrance fee. 

Positioning of the choir was raised as feedback had suggested they were difficult to hear in the busy main hall.  JB said for next year this will be changed and the choir will be set up in a quieter area.

5. Head Teacher Update

GMcD provided update on staffing, reporting that the Support Staff Team Leader vacancy is now live and interviews are expected in early January.

GMcD highlighted the success of room 8’s Christmas jumper swap this year, many children donated and swapped Christmas jumpers supporting the schools Eco work.  The children have also been busy practising for their School Christmas shows and are looking forward to their Christmas parties in the coming weeks.

GMcD said that following the recent vote on the Participatory Budgeting the money would be used to fund creative opportunities for children, she said she will meet in the New Year with East Kilbride Arts centre to discuss options and look at buying musical instruments also.

GMcD informed the meeting that an enthusiastic team of Burnside Bookworms recently filmed a video asking for funding to buy comfortable seating for “reading nooks” in the school.  They were successful in this and were awarded £400.  The school have also been reviewing the current reading scheme in p1-p3.  Reading schemes are very expensive however the school have been looking at new options and have settled on Oxford Reading Tree scheme.  Due to funding constraints this will be rolled out in stages with p1 funded this year, p2 funded in year 2 and p3 in year 3.  

In other funding news, SLC has been given extra money to use for sensory/breakout areas in schools.  The school has decided to repurpose the GP room into a sensory room, buy new items for the Nuture Nook area and items to help create calm “nooks” in individual classrooms and shared areas across the school.

GMcD was asked for an update on the situation with the poly tunnel.  GMcD informed the meeting that recent vandalism on the poly tunnel was reported to the Police, who investigated the matter seriously.  They attempted to access CCTV footage, but this had been destroyed as it is only kept for 7 days.  The police provided a crime number.  GMcD said the skin has been destroyed completely and cannot be repaired and therefore will need replaced.  An update will continue to provide updates on the situation.

Suggestion raised that this incident is reported to the local media in the hope that a local business may help with the cost of the replacement skin.

6. AOB

LF raised concerns about the use of the Bluesky platform to share updates on school activities.  LF asked for clarification as to why this had been chosen.  GMcD stated that SLC had made the decision that schools are longer permitted to use the X platform and suggested Bluesky as a comparable option.  LF questioned why schools were being encouraged to move towards social media in light of the wider campaign that under 16s cannot access social media.  LF said she had contacted SLC and was informed that the school could choose to continue using the school app and not have a social media presence.  GMcD said the advice she had been given was that the school app could not continue to be used and the licence would not be funded by SLC.  
LF suggested the school look at another option, not involving social media.  SM said the school would not want to cease all social media presence as it helps raise the profile of the school and gives a platform to share information.

LF requested that the school continue to look at alternative options to Bluesky and clarify if the school app could be funded again.

LS raised point regarding the funding areas which have been agreed again this year, including school trips.  LS said it may be useful to consider asking parents/carers to contribute to these to reduce the amount funded by the PC.  Members discussed options and agreed to potentially request (but not insist) on a contribution of max £5 from parents/caregivers.   LS also encouraged discussion around the P5 swim bus.  GMcD said that the option of walking to Eastfield had been considered but it was felt that this may be uncomfortable for children with wet hair in the cold weather and parents may not be in favour of this.  The walk time is 30 minutes would also increase out of class time.  After some discussion the decision was made start reviewing funding for school trips in the first instance and revisit P5 swim buses at a later date.

The scheduling for the Christmas shows was raised, with a suggestion that there is a 1-3 (+ nativity) in the am and a 5 -7 (+nativity) in the pm on the same day.  This year these were split over two days meaning working parents with children in junior and senior classes had to take leave on multiple days.  SM stated could be easily rectified in the coming year.  

7. Date and time of next meeting
Wednesday 4th Feb @ 7:10pm
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