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Burnside Primary School Parent Council AGM & Meeting Minutes
6th May 2026


Present:
Lyndsey Shakespeare (Chair)
Gayle McDonald (Head Teacher)
Lynne Mullen (Deputy Head Teacher)
Fraser Bedwell
Julie Brown 
Alison Burns 
Nicola Cameron
Pamela Dick 
Shreoshi Roy
Monica Tinney


Apologies
None


1. Minutes from last meeting
The minutes from the meeting on Monday 9th March 2026 were approved without alteration, proposed by LS, seconded by AB.


2. Chairperson’s Report

The chair began by confirming that the new Burnside Parent Council constitution had been approved and adopted. SR confirmed that this had been passed to the bank.

The recent Food Bank donation drive had been well received. The aim is to do another drive before the end of the school year. ACTION: LS to liaise with GM to identify suitable date.

A BPC presence at parents’ night in March helped to raise awareness of the Parent Council, although feedback was that it was not terribly busy and most parents were already aware of it.  GM confirmed that a flyer promoting BPC could be inserted into the welcome pack for new P1 parents. ACTION: PD to get flyer artwork to LM, who will arrange printing and for them to be included in the pack.

LS highlighted a need for new Nature Rangers volunteers, and also highlighted Outdoor Classroom Day, which will take place on 17/6. GM confirmed that all of the remaining rubbish was now in the skip ready for disposal and the area was looking much better.

3. Treasurer update

SR confirmed that cheques totalling more than £9k had been issued for various expenses over the past few weeks, including £5k as BPC contribution to the new Outdoor Classroom, which GM said she hoped would be installed in time for Outdoor Classroom Day in June. After all the recent payments, the bank balance will be £2957.89.

Progress with opening the new BPC bank account with Virgin Money is progressing. Along with the new constitution, a letter from the school has also been submitted.

SR highlighted that a credit for £250 was received in the BPC account on 28/08 but there is uncertainty as to its origin. GM suggested it may have come from Tesco, but will look into this and advise. ACTION: GM.

SR asked that if any committee members are purchasing goods for the Parent Council that they get this on a separate transaction and receipt and not alongside other personal shopping, as this makes the audit trail cleaner.


4. Head Teacher update

Staffing: GM advised that Emma Murray has joined as the new Team Leader in the school office following the Easter holidays. She is settling in well, and patience is appreciated while she completes training.

Outdoor Classroom: GM confirmed that, following a year of fundraising and matched funding from the Parent Council, sufficient funds have been raised for the outdoor classroom. All health and safety checks are complete, approval has been granted, and the order is now being processed.

Lockerbie Residential: GM noted that P7 pupils departed for Lockerbie Manor yesterday with accompanying staff. PD highlighted some discontent amongst a small number of P7 parents about the lack of updates but GM highlighted that this is due to poor mobile signal in the area.

Rutherglen 900: GM updated that celebrations continue, including a new raised planter installed by the Nature Rangers. Room 10 has created a local history podcast due to launch this month. Activities also include a visit from “Dougie the Pigeon” and participation in screen printing ahead of June events. 

Mental Health Committee: GM reported that Rooms 7 and 8 have led a “Turn Off Tuesday” initiative following work on screen time. The trial was successful, and a whole-school event is planned for 18th May, encouraging participation from families.

Classroom Temperatures: GM advised that concerns raised by the Parent Council have been escalated. Investigations found no issues with heating; temperatures are attributed to solar gain. The matter is now with senior council officers, and additional fans are being provided in the interim. FB recommended checking if new window films could be applied as he had experience of them working well in his office. ACTION: GM to investigate and advise SLC.

Mobile Phone/Smart Watch Policy: GM presented a draft policy for discussion and feedback from the Parent Council. GM explained the aim was for this to be brief and not to be too overbearing. FB highlighted the need to consider the impact on any young carers within the school who may need to be in contact with the person they care for during the day.


5. Pre loved uniform

AB highlighted that 4 bags of unclaimed lost property had been provided, with the community payback team arranging for this to be washed.

AB will have a stall at the Car Boot Sale and P1 visits. AB will update PD when she is ready for a request for additional pre loved uniforms is needed and PD will promote through Facebook and WhatsApp. ACTION: AB and PD. 


6. Library update

LS shared updates relating to the library, highlighting author Martin Stewart’s visit to P5 and P7 classes, which were as popular as ever. There was a discussion on consideration being given to books which support young people with dyslexia. A further suggestion was to consider an electronic sign in/ sign out system similar to one used at Calderwood PS to try and reduce the high volume of books which are not returned each year.


7. Discos

The final disco of the year will take place on Thursday 4th June. There was a discussion around challenging behaviour at discos.  It was confirmed that if there are incidents involving or requiring physical contact this will be the school’s responsibility and not that of the BPC. If challenging behaviour requires a parent to be called to collect a pupil early this is the responsibility of BPC. Emergency contact details will be provided by a member of school staff. Space will be available in the dining hall for anyone who needs a quiet space during the disco and this will be manned by a BPC member.


8. Car Boot Sale

The boot sale takes place on Saturday 30th May and is being actively promoted via all usual channels. A request for home baking will be issued by PD. ACTION: PD. 


9. AOB

Following the messages about Eid al-Fitr a suggestion was made that other religious holidays were also acknowledged by the school. GM highlighted that it would be impossible to mark all religious holidays but messaging would be linked to those religions practised by pupils and families at the school.

FB queried the timing of Masterclasses, asking if these were shorter than before. GM confirmed they have been for 2 weeks at a time during her tenure but if there was an appetite from pupils and parents, consideration could be given to extend these, subject to capacity within the school. GM also welcomed any offers of support from parents and carers who might be interested in running a Masterclass.


10. Date and time of next meeting

Monday 8th June, 2026 @ 7.10pm
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