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Burnside Primary School Parent Council Meeting Minutes
31st August 2026

Present:
Lynsey Shakespeare (Chair)
Lisa Bedwell (Co-Secretary)
Shreoshi Roy (Treasurer)
Nicola Cameron (Library Co-coordinator)
Pam Dick (Comms Lead)
Gayle McDonald (Head Teacher)
Scott Millar (Depute Head)
Lynn Mullen (Deputy Head)
Robert Brown (Councillor)
Monica Tinney
Louise Crolla
Alison Burns (Pre-loved Uniform)
Katy Bhatia (Disco coordinator)
Julie Brown (Christmas Fayre Co-ordinator)
Nicola McFarlane
Clare Sloss
Bryan Stanners
Chris Shaw
 
1. Apologies

Alise Middleton
Fizz Logie
Margaret Cowie (Councillor)
Andrea

2. Minutes from last meeting

The minutes from the previous meeting were approved without alteration.

3. Chair Update

LS opened the first PC meeting of the 2006/2007 school term, introducing the PC members, outlining the structure and purpose of the PC council and welcomed new attendees.  LS signposted attendees to PC constitution on the school website and explained that 8 votes were required to pass motions, which must include 2 office bearers. 

LS provided summary of expenditure for the previous year:
P1 gifts - £50
Library - £620
Panto - £400
Ice cream – £100
Nature Rangers – £1644
P5 Swim bus - £1500
Class trips - £3000
Lockerbie bus - £550
Outdoor classroom - £2132

Total - £9996 (approx.)

LS provided summary of income for the previous year:
Christmas Fayre - £7000 (includes fund matching)
Discos - £1500
Carboot sale - £1000

Total - £9500 (approx.)

CS raised whether the PC has a marketing strategy for fundraising currently, LS said the promotion of events was done through PD (coms) and had proved very effective so far.  CS suggested new parents to the school (including himself) could use their own skills and contacts to support with this. 

Action - CS was encouraged to speak to LS separately to discuss further. 

AB raised the Easy fundraising app (promoted end of last academic year) saying this was very easy to use and a good to build funds whilst shopping.  AB suggested another comms is done to raise awareness of the app and its purpose to new and existing parents/carers.

Action – PD will action another comms re the app.

LS proposed expenditure for the coming academic year:
P5 Swim bus - £1500
Lockerbie bus - £550
Panto - £500
Nature Rangers - £1700 
Library - £500

Above agreed in principle by attendees – CS raised point that Scottish Power may be able to fund/contribute to Nature Rangers as part of their community eco strategy. Agreed to fund Nature Rangers as agreed for time being.  

Action – CS will provide LS contact names for Scottish Power.

LS explained the current situation with the poly tunnel after it was damaged, the PC are gathering quotes for this hope to have it repaired as soon as possible. 

Funding for school trips was discussed by group.  LS raised consideration (previously discussed in last meeting of previous school year) that parents/guardians were asked to contribute £4 towards their child’s school trip. This would result in £1500 being available for other school activities.  LS confirmed that the PC would however ringfence an amount of money to ensure every child would be able to attend trips. LS asked for suggestions for this money and the possibility of using the schools’ committees so ideas and options could come from the children. LC questioned the purpose of changing the contribution of the PC to the trips, LS explained that it would free up between £1000-1500 pound in money for other initiatives and it was felt most parents/carers would be willing to cover the small cost.  LS reiterated again that no child would miss a school trip if their parents/guardians were unable to cover this cost.  

Action – School senior team to consider ways to gather suggestions for this money to be spent and report back to PC. 

LS provided details of key dates for this academic year:
PC meetings (all 7pm start) :
31st August
30th September (AGM)
2nd November
2nd December
1st February
3rd March
10th May
2nd June

Discos (all Thursdays):
29th October (p2-p7)
11th February (all)
3rd June (all)

Christmas Fayre: 
28th November

Quiz:
5th February

Car boot Sale: 
TBC (may be around school holidays, Landemer Day and/or Burnside Gala Day)

Action – LS asked RB to confirm dates of Landemer Day and Burnside Gala Days.

4. Treasurer Update

SR stated that as of today the balance of the PC account was £4446.69.  SR informed the meeting that the new online bank account is now operational, but the old account remains open and will probably require an in-person visit to the branch by SR and LS to finalise. SR reported that though the card readers worked well at the Christmas Fayre and other events there were some issues. SR proposes that going forward people will have the option to pay using the banking app to pay during events. This is easier as it can be downloaded onto any mobile phone and linked to the PC account.  SR said that she is still focussing on bringing process more into line with OSCR guidelines for registered charities and part of this is looking for more trustees for the PC charity status, currently there is only one registered which is LS.

Action – LS to think of ideas of ways to recruit trustees. 

5. Christmas Fayre
JB confirmed that she would be co-ordinating the fayre again this year but that this would be her last year in this role.  JB said she was happy to have someone shadow her.  JB said that due to parent’s/volunteer’s other demands, new volunteers would be required to take responsibility and run the Tombola stalls (sweets/bottles) and the café/kitchen. JB highlighted that there may now be additional costs with the café as the outgoing volunteer sourced several items for free from contacts. LS noted thanks to the outgoing volunteers for their hard work over the last few years.  JB noted that the same core volunteer’s/office bearers had been involved in the Christmas Fayre for many years, and a significant number of new volunteers were now required to ensure the ongoing success of the event.  LS noted that this was the biggest fundraising event of the year.  

Action – PD to send out communication for volunteers for the Christmas Fayre both for individual stalls and for floating helpers for set up and during the event.

6. Comms Update
PD informed the meeting that she continues to use various platforms to promote the PC, upcoming events/promotions, recruit volunteers and provide information. PD confirmed she will action Comms actions from tonight’s meeting. PD gave formal notice that she will be leaving from her position as Coms Lead in December 2026 and a replacement will be required. 

7. Library Update
NC informed the meeting that herself and A? have been clearing/auditing the library resources to help ensure there is a range of suitable (and popular) provisions for all pupils.  NC said after consideration it was decided that large book boxes would be filled and be position on the floor for P1 children to access easily.  NC said there was a meeting scheduled with Mrs Rhicard to discuss titles/subjects which would be most relevant to pupils. 

NC confirmed that an author visit by Maisie Chan will take place on Wednesday 16th September. The authors books are available to order online before the visit.  

NC said that the school library would re-open in the next week, the number of volunteers for this year is still being confirmed.  

Action – NC will inform PD if any additional volunteers are required.

8. Preloved Update

AB informed the meeting that there was now a full stock of all items, in all sizes. AB raised that there were bags of donations still to be sorted out and requested 2/3 volunteers to help with this.  2 attendees at meeting offered to assist with this and will contact AB to arrange. AB said that as previously she continues to give non-branded excess uniform to Spittal Primary.

9. Head Teacher Update

GMcD began by welcoming 2 newly qualified teachers to the school – Miss McNulty and Mrs McCall and our new School Support Assistant – Mrs Warnock.  The school has also said goodbye to the outgoing SSA Mrs McDowall who has retired after 23 years of service.  It was also reported that the new P1 children are settling in well and are learning all of the school processes and routines, mastering Lovley Lines and Wonderful Walking too!  GMcD also took time to thank the PC for their contribution to and celebrate the purchase and installation of the new Outdoor Classroom, stating it was already being used at playtimes and lunchtimes and can provide shelter for a whole class at a time.

GMCD raised that it was this time of year that the whole school was asked for suggestions of how to spend the Pupil Equity Funding, £2000. Last year students voted to spend this money on workshops delivered by East Kilbride Arts Centre.  As with last year committees will be set again comprising of students, parents  and staff to make suggestions which will then be voted on by the wider school community.

The changes to the Scottish Curriculum were raised by GMcD. These changes will be fully implemented by 2028, in the interim draft guidance and samples will be trialled and feedback collected.  GMcD highlighted that Scottish Government intends to have 2 additional in-service days to support this this session (one in Autum and one in Spring) but exact dates have yet to be confirmed. For the most up to date information on the changes visit –
The Curriculum Improvement Cycle (CIC) | About Curriculum for Excellence | Curriculum for Excellence | Education Scotland

Finally, GMcD explained that the school are beginning their three-year school improvement cycle.  The main priorities to work on in this first year are:
· Increase attainment in writing
· Continuous provision in classrooms
· Refresh Vision, Values and Aims.

10. AOB

AB raised comments by a few p1 parents regarding the lunchtime routine.  AB said she had been asked to raise why some children were reporting confusion over what food they were allowed/extras.  LM said that the children spent significant time in the lunch hall with their buddies getting lunch and working out the what/where and how’s of the process.  LM said all parents/carers can be reassured that kitchen staff and teachers will ensure every child is supported during lunch.

LS raised the situation with Mugga/PE days and enquired whether these could be on the same day. SM said this was very difficult to coordinate and may not be possible due to the number of classes and other activities to be taken into consideration.  GMcD said this will be looked at in term 2 as the first term schedule is now organised.  

RB provided an update regarding traffic around the school (and wider Burnside area).  RB enquired whether the school had a traffic strategy, GMcD confirmed they did not.  RB suggested this may be advisable to develop as there is a wider focus/promotion from SLC to encourage more children to walk/cycle to school and as part of this the issues with parking on Glenlui and surrounding areas could be raised and potentially addressed. RB informed the attendees that the current roadworks around Stonelaw Road were part of an SLC Safer Routes project designed to make junctions/routes safer for children to use on the way to school. 

CS stated that he had develop a traffic calming solution for the area and had approached the SLC with this, he stated that the issue could be easily solved.  CS said that he had not noticed any signs saying that parking on Glenlui was not permitted until this was pointed out to him, he said that other parents had agreed with him. GMcD responded saying that there were large signs on the corner and on the road.  RB suggested may be traffic discussion could be carried over to the next meeting.  

Action – Traffic strategy discussion to be carried into AOB in Septembers meeting.

11. Date and time of next meeting
Wednesday 30h September @ 7:00pm
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